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North Korea Nuclear Weapons Program
	For a very long period, the American Government along with the international community has tried all diplomatic avenues to try and bring the North Korea nuclear missile program to an end. The North Korea nuclear weapons program has been an international security concern for more than two decades.  The UNSC has tried to bring an end to this threat but it has not managed to achieve this goal effectively. The Trump administration has taken a realist approach to the situation whereas China and South Korea each have their approach to the situation. The purpose of this paper is to try and determine the best approach to resolving this international security crisis.
	In the year 1994, North Korea together with the US come together purposely to sign the Agreed Framework because North Korea had to pull out of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. Under this Framework, Pyongyang committed himself to put North Korea’s illicit nuclear weapons program on hold in exchange for getting financial aid. In the year1985, North Korea decided to sign the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty; however it was not involved in signing any agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency (Arms Control Association, 2017). In 1992, the two Korean nations signed a declaration where both of them agreed not to possess or manufacture any nuclear weapons and they also agreed to have mutual inspections to ensure none of them is breaking the treaty.  
	In 1993, International Atomic Energy Agency ordered the inspection of some two facilities that have been believed to contain nuclear materials, but North Korea announced that it had the intention of withdrawing from the Nonproliferation Treaty. After the second round of talks, North Korea announced that it was prepared to engage in discussions with the regulating body, The International Atomic Energy Agency in order to establish some of the safeguards and smooth out any issues Agency (Arms Control Association, 2017). In 1994, the United States and North Korea got into negotiations where they adopted the Agreed Framework. The United States imposed some sanctions on some North Korean corporations prohibiting any import or exports to any sectors of the economy of North Korea that can be considered to have dealings with the missile program. Over the years, the US and North Korea continue to get involved in negotiations to try and resolve the issue. In 2000, North Korea and the US engaged in missile talks, but these talks came to an end without any resolve because North Korea continued to demand compensation to the sum of a billion dollars.
	In 2003, there was a major diplomatic effort which involved Japan, the United States and Russia. Between short periods of various standoffs and predicaments, these talks came to a breakthrough in 2005 when North Korea made a pledge to get rid of all fissile programs and pledged to resign the Nonproliferation Treaty. In 2007, all these parties made an agreement to take some progress to realize the Treaty made in 2005 Agency (Arms Control Association, 2017). These talks came to a halt in 2009 following verification of a North Korean rocket launch that was internationally condemned. Pyongyang stated since then that he is unwilling to return to the negotiation table and that he does not have to follow any of the International Agreements.
	The United Nations Security Council has condemned the ballistic missile launch by North Korea. The Security Council continued to I pose more sanctions on North Korea by restricting its fuel imports and other such trade activities as well as restricting its citizens from working abroad. The Council unanimously adopted the 2017 2497 resolution and it imposed a sanction limiting North Korean imports of petroleum to half a million barrels for a whole year beginning January 2018 (Security Council, 2017). The Council also called for all North Korean nationals working abroad to be repatriated back to their country with the exception of some humanitarian missions. Besides, the resolution targeted various individuals where their assets were frozen and a travel ban was imposed on them. The assets of the Ministry of the People’s armed forces were frozen meaning it could no longer the logistical needs of the North Korean military. The Security Council told its members to confiscate and inspect any containers found in their waters that are known to be illicitly trading oil to North Korea through transfers or smuggling commodities from North Korea (Security Council, 2017). The Council also banned the export of commodities such as food products machinery and other such commodities from the country and banned any exports into the country. The council called on all its members to fully implement the measures in this new resolution as well as all stipulations of any old resolutions. The Council also urged all its member states to collaborate mainly in seizing and inspecting these vessels. The Sanctions are not meant to be an end but a means to an end, the end being, to bring North Korea back on the track to achieving a diplomatic solution.
	The approach taken by Trump’s administration is more realist than an idealist. Realism is a school of thought that emphasizes the use of power by various states towards each other (Jon & Joshua, 2017). The Trump administration has committed itself to foster a relationship of cooperation and mutual trust between itself and North Korea. President Trump together with Kim Jong-un held a high-level meeting in Singapore on June 2018 where they came to various conclusions. The first conclusion was that the United States and Korea would establish new relations according to the desires of the citizens in the two countries in relation to peace and prosperity (Lockie, 2017). They also concluded that he Korean Republic would work towards de-nuclearization of the Korean’s Peninsula. The US and Korea committed to continue working together towards implementing the resolutions of the summit.
	Since the meeting between Trump and Kim where trump affirmed that North Korea wasn’t a zone posed a threat to the US, there have been various reactions. The various sanctions imposed on North Korea have begun to fall apart as many countries continue to feel encouraged by Trump’s move. China has resumed flights to North Korea and has loosened any inspections in its borders with North Korea (Bader & Hass, 2017). Furthermore, Chinese vessels have transferred oil to North Korea and black market dealings with North Korea have resumed. South Korea has taken some measures to reduce tension with the north including reinitiating maritime channels, encouraging joint celebration of Korean events together and encouraging the development of a collective economic vision for the North and the South.
	The question of whether North Korea will ever denuclearize is focused on North Korea most of the time but no one focuses on the fact that the North Korean government will need a guarantee as to whether the United States will not mount an attack on its sovereign borders. North Korea has reiterated that it will not denuclearize unless it can have a guarantee that the United States will not invade (Duyeon, 2018). The first step towards resolving this issue is for the United States to offer a show of good faith that will demonstrate it will not invade North Korea. The US besides North Korea have reached a better point than they were a few years ago but the United States will have to take steps to deal with the concerns of North Korea directly.
	There is a possibility of a second meeting between Trump and Kim that has been hinted by Trump. It is possible for Trump to insist that North Korea commit publicly on denuclearization before he can meet with Kim again. The United States should declare that North Korea provides a full declaration of its nuclear materials and its missiles and take some steps to ensure there is no production of missiles while these talks are still in progress (Kang, 2018). These steps would ensure that Kim Jong-un is committed to developing the economy of North Korea and not developing nuclear missile programs.
	The best way to resolve this issue is for both sides to play their part. The United States should make a promise that it will not invade North Korea and North Korea should show its commitment to denuclearization. This is because negotiations can never work if both parties do not put in the time and effort to acknowledge all the concerns of both the parties. The United States has some leverage and Trump should use it to resolve the issue completely and not just brand it as resolved. 
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